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To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee 
County, Virginia :- 

Humbly complaining ,your orator,c.T.Stamper,a citizen of 
Lee County,would respectfully represent and show unto your 
honor that in the vear 1896 your orator was profitably enazgaged 
in farming at Nishnabotna,in northetn Mo.,at a salary of 
#18,00 per month,board and washing included. At that time 
your orator was a young man of 21-or 22 vears of age,and 
unmerried. While he was at the place aforesaid,and engaged as 
aforesaid he had an old Aunt,Mrs.Minervia Bays,who possessed 
@ considerable amount of property consisting of money and 
nouses,the value of which may be conservatively estimated at 
#10,000.00.Said property was situated at Bristol,Tenn,where 
your orators said aunt lived.She was an old woman of abopt 


70 years,and was in need of some youg person to take charge 


of her and her provrerty and assist her in taking care of same. 


Said Mrs.Bavs was living alone and unvrotescted in the said 
City of Bristol,though she had been married,she had no children 
to comfort her in her declining vears,and she being attached 

to your orator by the ties of Kinship,vour orator being 

the said Mrs.Bays' sister's son,and he being a young man 

and suited to the need of which the said Mrs.Bavs so stood 


in need,the said Mrs.Bays began writing to your orator at the 


place aforesaid to give un his place there aye ome back to 


Virginia,and also procured J.M.Stamper to wrtbe vour orator | 

A fic, Crone. To > aye. - Aa aa ae, ee on 
$o-—eeme back to Virginia, Frem-whenes he hed generat thet—tf 

bss , Lhateasheawoulid=puy what is 

Known as the Preston land, situated on Waldens Creek of 
H.N.Horton,xx and that said land should be deeded to your 
orator if your orator would take the said Minervia Bavs and 
give her a home with him on said farm and-teble board as long 
as sne lived. four orator was doing well in Mo.,but he was 
acquainted with the said farm which his said aunt provged to 


give him for keeping her,and as she was frowing old and your 





A 
or:tor was greativ in sympathy for his old aunt,who had no one 
to look to in her old age,and considering that it was a bargain 
that he could afford to make,after considerable pursuasion on 
the part of said Mrs. Bays and her agent,the said J.M.Stamper, 
your orator concluded 80 accent and did accpet the proposition 
from Mrs.Bays,and did give up his position as aforesaid and 
did come back to Virginia,and in the month of Marcen,1827, 
did take possession of the said farm pursuant to the seid 
arreement,which the said Mrs.Bays did buy as she had agreed 
tO +e Mrs.Bays remained in Bristol for a little while,winding 
up some of her matters there,so as to get ready to come to 
the farm,and in the month of Aus. of the same year ofme on to 
the farm on Waldens Creek and there took up her abode with 
your orator,where,at the time,she expected to spend the 
few remaining days of her life;and there your orator and. his 
said aunt lived amicably and agreeable for about 18 months, The 
pure air of the country,the quist of the farm house home and 
the change from city to country so agreed with the health of 
the said Mrs.Bays that at the end of the said time Mrs.Bays 
found herseb?, mich improved in health and faci eonat ee in 
strength,and feeling thus strong again,the desire for city 


life again returned and she went back to Bristol saying that 


he could send her some provisions as she needed them from 


time to time,to which your orator had no objection,and did > 
furnish such things as the said Mrs.Bays called upon him for. 
your orator 

Some time after A&E came back to Virginia he was surprised 
to learn that said Mrs.Bayvs had taken the title to said land 
to herself,and he called his aunt's attention to the fact, 
and she pvromised from time to time to make the deed over LO 
your orator;and always said that she was ready at most anv time 
to make -.the deed,but time went on and days became weeks and 
weeks months untill the said Mrs.Bayvs decided that she would 


ro back to Bristol;Mrs.Bavs said that as she was roing to 


Bristol she would heave the deed made there by some of the 
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lawvers and send the same back to your orator,and the said Mrs. 
Bays being of.the opinion,and your orator also,that before she 
could make your orator'a deed she must first have her titLe 
duly recorded,she sent the same to the Clerk of the County court 
of Lee County the day previous to her departure,and your 
2~esvondent paid for having said deed recorded; but Mrs.Bays 
falied to do as she nad agreed to do and did not execute and 
return said deed. After the said Mrs.Bayvs had kexmmex been in 
Bristol for a few weeks she became sick,and your orator again 

nia 
took her back to his home where she stayed for a few webkKs; and 
while she was there the said W.M.Venable began to come to 
the home of your orator end have secret talks with said Mrs. 
Bays,and sent others to. 2o ine same,which your orator pelieves 
was done for the purpose of dis-satisfying her with her home 
and to pursuade her eway from TEES home that he might procuré 
from her the vroperty of your orator and all the property 
which said Mrs.Bays had;and your orator believes that the 
said Mrs.Bays was induced to leave his home by said w.M.Venable, 
as ina short while after he bagan these secret talks with her 
she left the home of your orator and has never since re- 
turned. Some time after said Venable had induced the said Mrs. 


Bays to leave the home of your orator,to wit,on the and day 


\ | : y Se he 
of March,1900.the said MeSxRaxnxxxmmuxeadx procured a kind of 


conveyance to himself of the farm on which your orator lives, 
and which according to his contract with said Mrs, Bays was and 
is the property of your said orator;and the said Venable 

also procured from said Mrs. Bays a deed to his wife &xam for 
all the property situated in Bristol sciitiapias heecsiliieial owned. 
Previous to this time the said Mrs.Bays had purcnased a nice 
farm and riven it to said W.M.Venable,. Your orator will furthur 
represent and show unto your honor that said W.M.Venabdle had 
full knowledre of all the rights of your orator,and knew that 


he had purchased seid land from said Mrs.Beys in consideration 


» ry 
; j ey 4 A i ~ 


of his agreement €4 
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during her life time on the said farm by giving her a home and 
board. But notwithstanding his knowledge as aforesaid,the 


said W.M.Venable wickedly contriving to defraug@sand cheat your 


said orator out of his rights in said land,wickedly gnd 


ae 


wronefully set about to vrocure f@nysSaLd Mrs.Bays the{title 


which he knew had not yet passed .from her,and after exerting 
over her an undue influence,to wit on the 2nd day of March, 
1900,finally succeeded in obtaining the said deed from her,as 
well as a deed to all the other property which she owned. to 
his wife Francis E.Venable. 

Pour erator will furthur represent and show unto your 
honor thet he has faithfully Kept and performed his part of 
said agreement to keep said Mrs.Bays,that he came back from 
Mo, as he agreed to do, that he kept said Mrs.Bays as long 
as she chose to remain with him,that he has done all that he 
could or that is within his power to do to keen said contract 

unless he could have had coneurrence on the part of said 
Mrs. Beys:thet he has always been ready and willing,and able 


to nerform said contract,and is now willing,ready and able 
4 9 


, ae . (} 
—-_ 


to verform-2Ara 

Your orator will furthur represent and Wounto vour 
honor that in pursuance to his said contract with the said Mrs. 
Bays he: took charge of the said land and has made improvements 
thereon in the way of fencing and cleahing the land and 
putting eress thereon,puttinga little money here and a little 
there and labor nere and labor there untill it 1s an absolute Se 
impossibility for hiWto estimate his damaxesx lo§'’s in 
damages for the We Teeton of his contract by Mrs.Bays; besides 
your orator,at the time he was inducejto leave Mo.,was a single 
man and profitably engaged,and upon the induduce.ments held 

Pt, / 

out to ham was pursuaded to changed his position and condi- 


tion in life,and upon the faith of boing the owner of the 


said proverty,bemmme-morried that he might be better enabled 
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EnaznkRA to carry out his contract in fiving said Mrs.Rays a home,as he 
had so contracted. Your orator therefore says that it is impossible for 
his loss to be estimated in damarves. Your orator will furthur represent 
and show unto vour aratar honor that the seid Mrs.Bays is now insolvent, 
havine hertofore, to wit on the end day of Marcn,1i900,deeded and con- 
AC UK Vred' he -f 
ee ali _ er property to Francis F. Venable,the wife of the said W.M. 

n 
Veable,. 

“~ 

Your orator would furtnur revresent and show unto vour honor tnat 
at the 2nd Feby rules,1901,the said W.M.Venable institued his action 
te esenes against your orator to, recover of him the said’ land 
hereinbefore refered to under his said deed which he had fraudulently 
rocured from said Mrs.Bavs as aforesaid;and at the same rules said 
Venable filed his bill of injuction,having alleged that said property 
was his and that your orator was committing waste thereon;both of which 
said actions were instituted for the purpose of completene the fraud 
which said Venable had mmmuxkekegx commenced against your orator. 
The premises considered,your orator is advised that he is remediless 

gave in a court of chancery,that he has rights which can be set up 4n a 
court of equity but not et law,that he has a right to maintain this 
suit for the purpose of enjoining the said W.M.Venable from proceeding 
with said action in @jectment untill vour orator can have a judgement of 
a court of chancery upon his rights,and the establishment of same; that 
he has a right to enforce the specific performance of his aa contract 
with the said Mrs,Bays;that he has a rignt to have the said deed of, 
said Mrs.Bavs set aside because the same was procured by fraud and a full 
knowledge of the rights of your orator;and that he has a righyto all 


other furthur and general relief that the natur@ of his cause and equity 


sanctions, 


The prayer therefore of your orator is that said W.M.Venable and 


Minervia Bays be made parties defendant to this bill of complaint and 
that they each be required to answer the same,but not under oath,that 


being specially waived;that the said W.M.Venable be enjoined from 





ety 


vrosecuting said action ii ciel untill& the rights of 


your orator is determined in this suit;that said deed of March 
end,190D,of the said Mrs.Bays to the said Venable be annulled, 
vaceted and set aside;that said Minervia Bays be compelled to 
specifically execute the deed whieh she contracted to execute 
as aforesaid by conveyins to your orator the said property,and 
in the event that said Minervia Rays should fail or refuse to 
execute the same that a commissioner be aopointed for the 
purpose of executing the same for her,and that all other 
furthur and general relief be granted your oretor that the 
neture of his cause and good conciance may ganction,and he will 


ever pray &C. 
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Te the Hen.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge ef the Circuit Ceurt fer Lee Ce.; 

The amended and supplemental bill ef veur Complainant C.T. 
Stamper respectfully sheweth unte veur hener that ne heretofere 
exibited in this henerable ceurt his eriginal bill ef cemplaint 
against W.M.Venable and Manervia Bayvs,which bill is here prayed te 
be considered and teken as part ef this amended bill as fully 
as if set eut in extens@®,with the fellowinge excentions te wit,en 
pege 1 ef yeur orators said eriginal bill line 25 is the fellewing 

| Ly Borcec. Cooder le Yer 
language,"and alse precured J.M.Stamper te wrhte veur erater, frem 
whence he had gene,and that if he weuld ceme back S>en Lee 
Ceunty that she would buy". Your erater avers thet apltny net 
sa 

netice this statement queted untill at the June tern, So of 
the cirowbeurt fer Lee Count ,a d instead, ef said expressien 
se queted yeur orater avers as fellews' "and alse precured J.M. 
Stamper te talk te veur orater after he came back te Virrinia with 
reference te buving @ee pn what is knewn as the Presten land" Wes 
And yeur orater will furthur shew unte veur hener en pare 2 of his 
eriginal bill and beginning en line 26 there is this langueze,"Seme 
time after veur erater came back te Virginia he was surprised te 
learn that Mrs.Bays had bake wits title ef the land te hereself and 
he called his aunt's attentien te the fact";this statement in said 
Billi as well as the ene first refered te and queted was a 


ee. 


mistake 9f the attgerneys that prepared the same and was _neticed 
by your orater untilf the same had been sworn te and filed in 
Z™ 

this court. As abeve statedthe first clause refered te was noticed 
/ 

by ME your orator at the June term,1901 ef your ORxKM heners ceurt 

and the attentien ef one of the attorneys fer the defendant was 

called to it at that time, and he thereupen apreea thet said 

eriginal bill sheuld be made te cenferm te the facts ag ve 

oud Ae be Salen le wee ee he 
erater desired to express them,and the same was pasa: pe cerrected. 


But the expressien refered te berinning line 26 ef page 2 was net 


neticed by yeur oratonuntill en the 29th day ef July,i90l,at 


Dh sor hah ie Gap where the depesitions in this cause was berun en Le 
h 


benalf ef yeur orater. Your orator avers that he mxxing “ee his 
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called the attentien ef the defefendants attornevs to this mistake 


befere any depesitien “as taken in this cause. And veur orators 
atternoys stated te the de meaesy ae :* Solel ai et they so za d have® Za, 
Cetr< 

the amendement made upon ebftaining leave ef the court to de SO, 


And upnen this statement made the te me ef the denesitions were be— 


SO MiLB) 8 Pea Se ee sate 


The vraver therefere ef veur erater is that he be allowed te 
filet this amended bill te his said original bilil,that the said WM. 
Venable and Minervia Bavs be made parties defendant therete and 
be required te answer the same,but net under @ath,that being 
snecially waived, that the same relief be awarded hereunder es 
is prayed for in the said erifginal biil. And may all other furthur 


and general relief be granted veur pater that the nature ef his 


cause and geed centience may demand, and he will ever pray &c. 


Leccacin gta, S804, > 
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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia: 
The seperate answer of Manerve, Bays to a bill exhibited agains 
her ead canother an this Honorable :Cowmrt by. Oo. T. Stomper. 


4 © 


Respondent saving the benefit of #211 such just exceptions as 


pe as 


can be had to said bill upon its finel hearing, for its many misstatem™ 
Menus O4 Taet'and errors, of) Law, Lor answer thereto, or to so much 
ther of she is advised it is material, te answer the same, answer— 
iene | Sle 

mespondent says she knows nothing personally of, the where 
bouts orc business or wages of the complainant in the year 1896 and 
therBfore neither admits nor denies the allegations of the Di) ea 
revard thereto, but she fails to understand how he can allege that 
he was profitably engaged in the business of farming, when at the same 
time he was only «a hiréling working ®or wages. bat your respendsny® 
denies that at the time spoken of she was and old and feeble woman 
in need of some younys person to tate charge of her and her property 
and assist her in taxing care of the same, but on the contrary, she was 
in full vigor of health, though older in years than she once WES, and 
fully able to take care of herself and her business. It is true she 
had no children; it is further true that the complainant was and Is 
her sister’s child; that she had an affection for him as a relative, 
and was willing to treat him as one bearing such relationship to her, 


& 


should be treated by a man, but the rewyment ané gets Doruthe affec= 
tion bestowed by her is the same that nee rind man, who too the adder 
to his brest and warmed it into life in his bosom,received from that 
vile reptile; he has turned upon her and bit her. 

Your respondent denies that she ever wrote to or irportuned the 
said complainant to return to Virginia or that she ever promised or 
agreé@d that if he would do so she would buy bhe, Preston Mand on Wadi 
tenes. Greek and deed it to sata’ @eonmmiainant,orm, have it. deeded. to Mag. 
She denies that she ever proposed to maze said farm her home, either 


“ithe oS. COupldmpant or any ome. else.” WSite hadwa rood home "aa ver tsTeI- 


chive, eat 


she had wanted a young person to live with and taze care of her 


in her home, she would have taken that person to Bristol with her, 
e . 





where she was living in comfort. She bought caid farm as an invest-— 
ment, knowing that it was fully worth the money she agreed to pay for 
it and with the intention of having some person live upon it and cul- 
tivate it with whom she could stay and spend a few days APES Selma yy Jy eae 
she so desired on her frequent visits to her old home in lee County, 
where she was reaged. 

sespondent denies that the said J.M.Starmper, mentioned in the 
bill was her agent, or was ever employed by her to negotiate with the 
Plaintiff, or to induce him in any way to return to Virginia. The said 
J M.Stamper, mentioned in said bill, ig the father of the 
tiff and doubtless he was anxious for #® the return of the plaintiff 
to Virginia and, perhaps, he did importune him *o return, but if he did 
SO, he did it on his own motion and not by the procurment of this re- 
Spondent.’ 


Pe ees SIMIC. that MsimerrDNe return, Of Sed de pile. tna OSV aereer an baee. 


Ehatwme went, upon sand tract. of land. then belonging, tovrespondent,1 pat 


De Nells Remo uctomone phESSeCC. Of cb) Souk GS ONGC AS etl lr sebeeCD) lmunitaG) aches te hic) 
LOsanad 1 OOk aver said farn,end mov Uby,;v True, of any) agreerent with 
Nez thcdeupic. Snouidishave,. (said Tand ornjany tnbecest” in; 10. i save, sugh 
as she from year to year saw proper to allow him to rehain out of the 
preducks ofashre> fap. 

It -ds\ true that the wespondent. did) jcome: back "to hee’ County ‘seme 
Linewin thre summer 2of’, the, year ,t396, /bata-she (did..not“ come. hack here 
for the purpose of making her home in Lee County, but only on one of 
heri(yeariy visats ‘to. thephome of her ensidhood.. She staid, sometime, 
a part~of which time sheispent with the plaintiff, aiding him as 
she could in the mangement of said farm, spending the residue of her 
time with her sister and other relatives in the County; and after stay—- 
ing as long es she desired, she returned to her home in Pristol as she 
had -abivthne whale purposed taoing.. Hespendent: denies, thatvaLrter semere= 
turm, he plaintiff, sent. her anything for support and maintadmance, 
which belonged to him. He may have sent her some little thing, such as 


— 


a ham or something of that kind of her own property, and not his. e- 


Sone tl) supposes * that aniter, the reburn,.of the, plarintirt “sen commas 





thet he,dtd, earn -thatishe had taken. titlbetto herself for same THacw 
of. land. The fact that she had done so was no secret as to any one, 
PUL eonowNnenLesM hat “whus. Wasa Surpra setpo the iplainuie ts ome, Gentes 
that she promised from time,or at any time to maze a title to the same 
to the said complainant; she denies that she ever promised that she 
would maxe the deed here, or that she would have it prepared and exe- 
GUbed LO hima. ee Leuol, Or ab any Other. ya~peror piace: | 

It i8 true that respondent did send her deed from Horton to the 
Clerk’s office of the County Court for recordation, and,pverhaps,. she 
sent by the complainant, but she herself naid the recordation fees. 

ft is true that after staying in Bristel for a whiie recnondent 
returned again to the home of her girlhood as she was accustomed to -.& 
every year, and it is likewise true that she visited said corplain- 
ant as she visited her other relatives: it is likewise true that her 
Mmepiey. Vial wegoNy, Vemai Les vivrs ited hem that, Siae had’ conyverscionis 
Withenim,/*but aihhits notrtruie that she mead any secrete Lalks, with the 
said Vanable or he with her, br that the said Venable sent others to 
her to have secret talks with her, fom the purpose of dissatisfving her 
wit her*horey orto persuade, hers away fromthe -home!lot complainant, 
that he, Venable: mightsprecures said land: and the other property of your 
respondent; o: for any other purpose. It‘is true,however, that respond 
ent did leave the home of said complainant, she jJeft it of her own 
volition, und because his conduct and manner of treatment and inter- 
course with her made it unple@sant to her. 


Tt is further true that on the second day of March, 19€0,; she 


conveyed said land to the said William M.Venable, but she denies that 


this land was the land of the complainant or that he had any inter- 
est therein, or that said conveyance in any way affected the rights 

of said complainant. Said land was the ppoperty of respondent; she 
had a cight to do with it as she saw proper and she exercised that, 
right in accordance with the law of the land in which hoth cornmlainant 
and cespondent lived. A further reason for said conveyance, Wak the 
fact of a mortgage on said land, which the said Venable acsumed and 


bound hirself to pay off and discharge. 





Tt is further tree, that respondent conveyed her property in 


Brestole to che Venable’s wife on terms satisfactory to both, and 
(| Te ear waters? conceive what interest said corplainant has in 
that matter, or why he hac lugged it into this suit, or what bearing it 


can have on same. 


Respondent denies any collusion between herself and the 


said Venable, orc any undue influence of any kind exerted or atterpted 


to be exerted by him upon her. 

Respondent denies , that there was any contract whatever 
between her and the said complainant for the said complainant to <eep 
and perform, except one of renting from her, which he has hot xept 
and performed in any particular, She denies that he supported or main 
tained her at any time, but instead thereof, she contibuted while she 
visited him very largely to the support and maintainance of the said 
complainant end his family; she denies that the said complainant has 
made any improvements upon said land, but upen the other hand, he has 
injured the same, lessened its value, and atbempted to permanently, in- 
jure it by plowing up the grass, destroying the Sod ec Pesci Ge aria cis 
she is informed,that he would get everything off of said jand nossible 
befo.e he was corpelled to leave it, and would leave it when comnelled 
4n a condition to be as of as little advanwage asc TOS We iO OU. 
cespondent or her vendee. 

Tt is further tree that complainant has married Swe. hick Incr 
turned to Vicginia, but she does not know whether ta es mice sr Nae Ce lreh 
done hir such irreparable injury a he cannot be comrensated in money 
for the damages thus done him, or not, but whether he is so daraged 
py said marriage, or not, she denies that she cauged said marriage, or 
in any way contributed, influenced or induced such marriage or the in- 
jucy cesulting thereform. 

Respondent now having answered said bill as fully as she is 
advised that it is material or neces ary to answer the same, prays 
to be hence dismissed with her ree.sonable costs in this behe1lf exye 


most unjustly expended. 
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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit 
Count4or <hee County,* Virginie’ 

The separae answer of W.M.Venable to a bill exhibited agr inet 
him and Manerva Bays in this Honorable Court by C.T.Stamper. 

mespondent saving the benefit of all just exception as may he 
had to said billlupon its final hearing, for answer thereto, or 50 much 
thereof as he is advised it is material to answer, anewering he 

Respondent says that he knows nothing of the. Complainanves 
whereabouts or business or wages in the year 1896 and thereafter, 
therefore neither admits nor denies the allem tions of the bill in re- 
gaurd thereto. 

Respondent atso denies having any knowledge of any contract 
entered into between the complainant and Minerva Ray S whereby the 
said WAnerva Bays was to convey unto the said Complainant the ~.N. 


Horton farm or land in controversy. 


Tt is true that on the 2nd day of March 1900 the said Minerva 


Bays executed her deed to this respondent for the land. mentioned in )the 


plaintiff’s bill, but that the came was for a valuable consideration 
and on terms perfectly satisfactory to the said Minerva Bays. 

Respondent, denies however that he precured this deed by 
any undue influence brought.to bear upon ihe, Sad Mires . ays ut, 
that the same was made with the full and complete acquiesence on the 
part of the said Mrs. Days. 

Respondent further denies that in purchaséng the said land 
from the said Mrs. Bays that he had any d sire to defraud, or cheat 
the said complainant out of any rights that he might have had in, said 
land, ox that he wrongfully set about te procure from the said Mies, 
Bays'the Vegal title to said deena for the purvose of defeating the 
rights of the said Complainant; on the other hand respondent says that 
he had no knowledge or information that the complainant cdaimed any 
interest in said land, except as a mere renter, 

Tt is true that the said Minerva Pays Weft the vhome of, .com— 
plainanyand came to that of this respondent, but respondent denies 
that he had any secret talks with the said Mrs. Bays or that he sent 


others to do the same, for the purpose ot dissatisfyving her with her 





home at the house of the Complainant, or persuade her away therefrom, 


that he might procure the property of the aard corplainamy, ~and che 


Furthec denies that the said complainant had any interest or rights 


said property enforesable either in a Court of eva err. Seiad tay 

Tt is true that this respondent at the end hebruary HOTS 
1901, instituted his action of ejectrent against the Corplainant to 
recover the land mentioned in said complainant’s bill, and at the same 

said respondent filed his bill of injunction, alleging that the 

said property was his, and that the said complainant was committiing 
waste thereon, but he denies that these actions were instituted for 
the purpose of completing any fraud against said cormmlainants, on the 
other hanmd the said action of ejectment was inetituted for the nurpose 
of recovering the land which the respondent relieves that he owns in 
fee-simple, and which he believes that he has the right to recover, 
and that the said injunction was obtained for the rurnose of preventing 
the wastes therein mentioned which the said complainant we.s pernetrea tig 
upon said land. 

And now having fully answered said bill, and here expressly 
denying each and every allegation of seid bill not herein before ad- 
mitted, explained or denied, the said respondent prays to be hence aa s= 


missed with his reasonable costs in this behalf expended. 
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S. R. Stamper et. al. Order passins this case, 


ey 
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In this @suse bv consent of parties the ceuse is passed and 


left open for proof under the rules of the court. 
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The denvositions ef H'J.Morgan and others taken before 

V60 7PLCriditn a netary Dubdlre in “and. fer, the Were: Lee in.tnre 
GI Virginia, &. ~eeNne ? he.bew eorrace ef Pennington 

Bros an--the town of Jonesville,Lee CountyeVirgsanlea, 1 Octebers3stn 
1901, to be read. as ~tdence in behalfesof-G.TUStempern 21 A 
fheain- env ine Chancery now pendine in the Circuit Ceurt for Le 
County Virrinia wherein the saad Stamper is Complainant and Wil- 
liem M,Vénable and Manerva Bavs are defendants. 

Presemt:Pennineton Brees. Attornevs for plaintif 

Je Oe: ana OT. Duncan »<¢ 
H.d. Morgan a witness after being duly sworn 


®.1.-- Give vour name,residence and occupation. 


A.-~- As to occupatien I do notning, J live in Jon 
end my age 
business were you engaged in the La 
18997 
A.-- I was the neared in’ the banking. busSiness..as a private-penken 


XQXAXYRKK and did business unde he name of the Pawell's Vallev 


Bank! vonesville 


A,--l knew the parties in. 1899 we is a good while befere, 
0.4.-~ I, hand to you what purports to e a deed. of trust executed 
by Minerva Bavs to C.E.couk trustee and dated Decerber 
1s99, to secure to W.M.Venable and W.S.Hickam e debt of $412.50; 
do you. remember anything. .about the execution of this deed @m trast, 
vou sav vou do whi ey r not abou the time of: the exemayin 
said deed of trust’ you hed any cenversation with said W.M, Vena— 
to the effect that the said C.T.Stammer was asserting claim to 
interes. in the land mentpened in said deed of trust? Pela ai 


oy ¥ 3 m ben 3 
YOU PYemempoer 


jJ.--, The Foreroing question and any answer thereto gis objected 


because Wrr@livant and immatepral. | / 


; 





A.-~ T recollect the fact thet at some time, there was a deed ef 
trust executed. by Mimerve Rays to Charles E.Couk trustee, and the 
is the same one referred toe in the question. 
sod of trust was given to indemnifv and save harmless W.M. 
Venable and ¥.S.Hickam on acceunt of their having lifted frem me er 
femmes or from Powells Valley Bank for Mrs. Bays a note of €412,50 
I do remember its execution but I do not remember the date eats 
except by leek! nge- te the dee@dwer trust nanadta, me The Deed of 
trust i@ in C.E.Couk's handwriting, but I believe | dictated the 
document. Mrs. Bars was not present, neither was 
I recollect. William Venable and W.S.Hickam were present 
remember. Mv recollection of the trenaaction is not perfect 
te all that was said, bine Jo remember of talking to Mr.Venable 
and Mr.Hickam in relation to the matter. I had heard some time De- 
fore the execution of the deed of trust thet either "rig Stamper or 
ig father Jomes M.Stammer was setting up some sort of a claim to 
land mentioned in the deed of trust, but how I got that in- 
my pecollection is that I told Mor . Ven- 
Mr. Hickam that there was some kind of a claim being 
Land by either Trig Stamne iat Jee but TE never neard 


lx. 


>jther of the Stermers sneak of it. AS WE ¢s JT can recoliect I 


said to Mr.Veneble and Mr.Hickam, that from all I had heard in re- 


lation to the matter, I did not think that Mr.Stamper either of ey 
“y- 


them had any claim that thev could assert against the land, and I 


think I &xkaxkkamxmk spoke of it in that wav the day the deed of 
was executed, 
Obj.-- The foregoing answer is objected to because irrelivant and 
immaterial to eny issue involved. in this caus Tithe ebject: is 
vrove notice it is te vague and indeffinite, and made only upon 
flvine rumor with the assurance upon the part of the witness at 


these parties, the Stemners mentioned had no valid 


the land. 
G.T.Durican and J.c.Noel for deft. 


And further this denonent seith not. 





O-B. Couk’ another witness ef lawful age béing culy swern depeses 


as follows: 
are,residence and occupation? 
ide at Jonesville, Virginia, 
Bank, I: have. been cashier of, s 
about, nine years, 
Do vou remember of hearing of a law suit in this county bs 
Henrv T.Furguson and Minerva Bays? 
don't believe I mver heard of it. 
Do vou reliemhber Minerva Bavs in the latter pert of 1898 


or the early part of 1899, borrowing from the Powell's Valley 


Bank about £412.50 with which to pav H.7.Fursusan some money which 


Wureuscon, end gave as security one W 


to the date, uppose it was near 
4 sum or money of tr amount :- was berrowed 
ov Mrs. re) OE Stamper for her with Hickam as surety, but ror 
wnat purpese it was used I do not now Know. 
After said note was given do you remember writing Mrs. 
Rristel to nea he interest on the same, if so state what 
yeusdid. and whatvshe did herself if anvthine in respect thereto. 
A.--—-T»den't remember of evér writing to her, but T have and in- 
distinct recollection of a check being sent here by her to pay tne 
interest on the money, and the check was sent back to her, the 
been paid bv 6.T.Staemper previous to the receipt 
the check, but I can't sey positively that it was on that note. 
I new renembor, the. check 
to her there. This was as [ think some two or three years 
—~ Are vou acquainted with W.M.Venable and W.S.Hickam and did 
you know them in the latter part of the year 1899 
Hickam and I think I knew Venable in the la 
the year 1899. I know them both now. 


.6.-—- IT hand you what purports to be a deed of trust executed by 





Minerva Bavs to yourself as trustee and dated December the 16th, 
1892 to secure W.M.Venable and W.S.Hickam a dept of 412.50. Do 
you remember anything abhmut the execution of this deed of trust? 
If veu sev vou do, tell whether anything was said about the time 
er the execution, thereof, to said W.M.Venable about ¢C.7 Stamper 
asserting claim to ar intérest.in the land mentioned in ‘satd deed 
eof trust. Tell all vou remember about what was said if anything. 

Obj.-- The foreroing question and env answer thereto is objected 

Lrrelivant and immaterial. 
O.T. Duncan and Jc. Neel fer pete. 
A.-- I remember of writing the deed of trust, and at the time it 


wes being writte her Ss gome reneral conversation about Stamper 


being in -possessien ef the land, and that the ebject ex the deed of 


lien in Vénable's favor so, that if it become 
necessary ne could foreclose the deed of trust and buv in the land 
and cet pnessession ef: it-and get shut ef Stamper. 
her 6r- net onthe. occasion, menticned by yeu, 
then 
was apprised of t fact that o.T.Stamper was as 
serting claim or interest in thé land menticned in 
Felli whe dla 24 and. ¥ C was sald as well : vou remember? 
remember that there was anything sald about Atbemper 
Lt 
im-te, but eniy that, he had possession ef 16. 
Examination. 
X.Q.l.=<— In reference. to thé check whieh vous indistinetiv 
Mrs.Bavs sent you from Bristol and which you returned, the 
traneactLen, you are net: ape te 
ask. vou to state whether thet. transaction eccurred before 
er after the date of the deed of trust whichvou have stated abeve 
was written by vou? 
PeCCUrred: Deterne e,.deedqd eof trust was written. 
net at tne time neek was 
anv Mrs. Bays owed the 
don't Know, that shé ewed anv note et that time excépt- thet 


On ZAXEXMNGERXX some netes;, and I den't knew whether sne was 





other notes at that time or not, and I don't know what note 
te pay the interest on, 
—- Ts it not a fact that C.T.Stamper frequently, oT at least 
several times would come to the bank With a note with Mrs. Bays 
Name to it and perhevs others names and ret money? 


A.-- He borrowed money frequentiy with Mrs. Bays as surety, and 


he renerellyvy siened her name to the nete at. the bank. 


0.~- How many times do you ernarnber a.T.Stammer borrowing money at 
+40 bank and signing Mrs. Bays’ name Lo, the nove? 

A.—— Some twe er +2ar aby ‘onev was borroved on 90 days time 
and afterwards anew nossibly for several terms. 
Q.-- How much ao ¥y -emempeé of his getting at each 

A.-- i don't remember exactly th arount of the netes. I think 
some one, two or three hundred dollars. 


all: the notes which-he gave for money porrowed been paid? 


Oo far as ig concerned 


And further this deponent saith not, 


D.c.Sevell another witness of i re being duly sworn &pos— 


is CTedlews.- 


vou ecaeuvinted with W.M. Vene ble a 


= 


now long have vou knewn them, and under whet circumstances did you 
pecome acasuinted with them? 


de 


know them both. I became acquainte siththem at the time 
were taken in the chancery case of H.T. Furfsuson 
avrainst Mrs. Minerva 3ays5s. Col. Pridwmore and L had been enrarend 
and at the taking of the denosgitions in the 
case Messrs Venable Stermer tocetner with oid men Stamper, 
ctamners father, were present rivine me information concerning the 
denositions and in regard to that case renerally. In those 


2% L@NS 1 BECOMS accauinted with Messrs Venable and Stamper. 





0.8.-- If et anv time while said suit, of H.?.Furgusen egainst slad 
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PENNINGTON BROS., 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, 
PENNINGTON GAP AND JONESVILLE, VA. 





W est. Johnston & Vo., Richmond. 




















are © gabe bound unto — Coe it ealth of Virginia, in the sum of PLS D.0%... 
ie : 


<7... dollars, to the payment whereof, well and truly to be made to 
the said Commonwealth of Virginia, we bind ourselves and each of us, our and each of our heirs, 
executors, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. And we hereby 
waive the benefit of our homestead exemptions as to this obligation, and any claim, right, or 
privilege to discharge any liability arising under this bond in any currency, funds, counter claims 


or offsets other than legal-tender currency of the United States. Sealed with our seals, and 


F21A17. 
fi 


awarding the said Lo a that fies 
, or some one for_Z , shall enter into a bond, with good security, in 
the clerk’s office of the said court, Senge to the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the penalty of 
_ Dollars, and conditioned to pay all such costs as may 
be awarded against the said plaintiff, and all such damages as shgll be incurred in case the said 
injunction be dissolved. Now, therefore, if the said ZO ../... 
shall pay all such costs as may be awarded against iii Sis and all sch damages as shall 


be incurred in case the said injunction be dissolved, then this obligation to be void, or else to re- 


main in full force and virtue. 


Executed in the presence of 


af SHAE | 
= Seal 


In the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee. 
This day personally appeared before me A. B. MUNSEY, Clerk of the Circuit Court of 


the County of Lee, 
and made oath that estate , after the payment ofall... ee 


debts, and those for which he__.........bound as security for others, and expect to have to pay 


Clerk. 
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Everett Waddey Co. 
Stationers and Printers, Form No, 307. 
Richmond, \ 


Huow, afl Men by these Presents, That wel {fos //0, Wert abre Qta® Vb asd... 


are rela and firmly deund unto the Commo ele it Niegnin, in.thesim of; foo" as Oe 


to the payment whereof, well and truly to be mate to the said pemarts of Virginia, we bind ourselves 
and each of us, our and each of our heirs, executors and BLUE ae fT and severally, firmly 
by these presents. And we hereby waive the benefit of our,exemptions as to this obligation, and 
also of any claim or right to discharge any liability to the Commonwealth arising under this bond, or by 
virtue of said office, post or a with coupons detached from the bonds of this State. Sealed with our 
seals, and dated this_. ee st eee OP Lb. oe thousand nine 
hundred Chet A nn 


THE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE Or ATION IS tht whereps ap ve sce Gaunt € for _ 
: O 


plaintiff, 
defendant S 


ee amen e en nena eee 


and Rerens on ne Se dedi PCE oe lnc Ole VLE A aeniae ee same term at hie “Ne 
said decree was entered, the said court, in order to allow the said. (//.//0 Wemadte. 2: 
“ “eae 59 a _.....to apply for an appeal from said decree, made an order 
suspending the executig gt the said decree for the : perga Le aa days from the date 
thereof upon the said Vf... Wie Ve 11a4 , kA? S Dire: rerad...oh. z ae ae 
or some one for..//r12+<14.__.giving bond before the clerk of said court in the PF of 4 Er Geta 7-0 
OV A ee... frssrcrichracd...dollars, with condition according to law. “And Ae. it is 
the intention of the said{//——,. 2 MY Le bee noe ees Bey 22rd... thee 7 
to present a Soa for an appeal from said decree. Now therefore if the said Vf /2 (0. Ld taceab han... 
Ae (has _____Shall pay all such damages as any person may sus- 
tain by reason of the said GRE ca 
effectual within the said period of... «hhc whey ___...days, specified in the aforesaid order of the said 
court, then the above obligation to be void, or else to remain in full force. 


Signed, sealed, acknowledged and de- 


livered in the presence of oh, bWancnhlh.. ES 


ORO 
OE 
x SEAL. | 
oe 








In the Clerk's Office aid the COUFE Of TRG sa a) Mae ek = 
Whisidayhsersonally ‘appedred béforedme — tk ge ae | 2 , Clerk 


i Re ae eee en ttm...) and made"6ana 
estate , after the payment of all just debts, and those for which..he.... 


as security for others and expect to have to pay worth the sum of 


in case a a supersedeas to the said decree shall not be allowed and be 
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Form No. 307. 





SUSPENDING BOND. 


Commonwealth. 











r~ p ra ry : . ‘ 
Shie Commnonmroedtthe of Vicopirricr, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Kee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon. [4 Mehl. A ie 


vi 


¢ 


Witness, A. B. Munsey, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, 


And have then there this writ. 


ee. Sn 190/ , and in the 12.5. year of the Common- 
wealth. A copy, Teste: q........Clerk. 
anne to Sloth 


Ce TT LT 


BOATRIGHT JOB OF FiCF, GATE CITY, VAs 
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